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BRAIN GAME!!!

• Who made the 

following 

statements? 

–Lincoln 

–LBJ 

–Nixon 

–Reagan

–Clinton 

http://www.time.com/time/photoessays/presvacation/6.html
http://politicalhumor.about.com/library/images/blpic-reaganbushie.htm


1) A major hurricane hits New Orleans. 

Within hours the President of the United 

States is on Air Force One headed for the 

stricken city. Upon landing in the no-

electricity darkness, with a flashlight held to 

his face, he announces “This is the 

President of the United States and I am here 

to help”  

LBJ



2) A conversation with a prominent Christian 

Preacher (CP) and the President (P) in regards to 

Jewish people and the media: 

"This stranglehold has got to be broken or the 
country's going down the drain" (CP)

You believe that?" (P).
"Yes, sir," (CP)

"Oh, boy," replies (P). "So do I.  I can't ever say 

that but I believe it."

"No, but if you get elected a second time, then 
we might be able to do something," replies (CP)

Nixon



3) In regards to people collecting welfare, 

this president referred to a “Chicago 

welfare queen" who had 80 names, 30 

addresses, 12 Social Security cards, and 

collected benefits for "four nonexisting 

(sic) deceased husbands," bilking the 

government out of "over $150,000."

Reagan



4) During a weekly Oval Office radio 

address, this President told his audience 

that "I have vivid and painful memories of 

black churches being burned in my own 

state when I was a child." A reputable 

newspaper reported the following day that 

there was no evidence available of a black 

church ever being burned down in his 

home state.

Clinton



5) “When southern people tell us they are 

no more responsible for the origin of 

slavery, than we; I acknowledge the fact. 

When it is said that the institution exists; 

and that it [was] very difficult to get rid of 

it, in any satisfactory way, I can 

understand and appreciate the saying”

Lincoln



6) “Until justice is blind to color, until 

education is unaware of race, until 

opportunity is unconcerned with the 

color of men's skins, emancipation 

will be a proclamation but not a fact.”

LBJ



7) “A man without a vote is man 

without protection.”

LBJ



8) “I favor the Civil Rights Act of 

1964 and it must be enforced at 

gunpoint if necessary.” 

Reagan



9) “Let us all take more 

responsibility, not only for ourselves 

and our families but for our 

communities and our country.”

Clinton



10) “Protecting the rights of even 

the least individual among us is 

basically the only excuse the 

government has for even existing.”

Reagan



Guided Question

• To what extent have Lincoln, LBJ, 

Regan, Nixon, Clinton influenced 

race relations during their 

administration (and today)? 



Lesson Objectives

• Students will…

–Explain the policies of race relations of 

five presidents

–Analyze primary documents to 

understand the various views and 

actions of five Presidents in regards to 

race relations

–Evaluate the influence of the 

presidential policy on race relations 
today (extended application)



Assessment

• Students will create a position paper 
which analyzes the impact of the 
presidential policy on race relations 
today.

• Students will take on the persona of a 
selected president (Lincoln, LBJ, Regan 
or Nixon) to defend his position on race 
relations.

• Students will create a digital photo 
essay of the historical era and the 
relevant policies of the president 



Lesson Procedures

• Warm-up – Students will complete a 
“pre-test”, matching quotes on race 
relations with the American 
Presidents who said them.  Answer 
the questions and decide whether or 
not the quotes reflect the actions of 
the presidents using only students’ 
current knowledge.



Lesson Procedures

• Guided practice – Explain to 

students that they will research 

an assigned president to 

determine his actions toward 

race relations in the United 

States.



Lesson Procedures

• Independent Practice – Each 
student (or group) will research the 
assigned president using primary 
sources and some secondary 
sources.  Since this is a cross 
curricular activity that includes 
research skills, students will also 
find reliable sites on their own with 
some guidance.



Lesson Procedures

• Wrap-up – After students have 

completed their research and 

assessment, class discussion 

on each presidents’ actions 

during their tenure.



Extended Activities

• Students will determine the effect of 
those policies today.

• During a presidential campaign, 
students may determine the policies to 
which the candidates align themselves.

• Site visits to the following historical 
locations:

–Lafayette Square, Washington DC

–Lincoln Memorial, Washington DC

–U.S. Capital building, Washington DC

–Howard University, Washington DC

–Virtual tours of presidential libraries


